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“Looks DO Matter” - making your blog look 
professional and appealing with basic design 

concepts, photography, images and art. 
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It is what separates the amateurs from 
the professionals.  

It is what draws readers in and coaxes 
them to stay.  

It is what will allow your blog to grow… 
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You only have seconds to impress when 
you walk into a job interview; you have 
even less time when some opens your 

website. 
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If you don’t instantly communicate to your 
readers that you know what you are doing 
they’ll will benefit them if they stay, they will 

click away.  
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Readers who do linger and give you a 
chance are quickly forming impressions and 

feelings about you and your site. They are 
deciding whether or not they will come 

back. 



Now, for an example of 
what NOT to do… 
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The BRUTAL part here, is this woman is 
an IMAGE CONSULTANT!!! 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There are some blogging design 
sins that are holding many 

bloggers back.  
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Many of the common blogger mistakes 
fall into two major categories: 

Bad Design  

•  Distracting, dated, or 
just plain, bad 
backgrounds, designs 
and themes 

•  Bad headers – a lack 
of design, poor design, 
over-used stock 
images 

•  Lack of white space 
and too much going 
on 

•  Too many buttons or 
badges in sidebars 

Bad Use of Images 

•  Images, banners or 
badges that are 
incorrectly sized  

•  Images not aligned, 
centered or formatted 
properly 

•  Poorly shot photos 
•  Untouched photos 
•  No photos at all! 

© Copyright www.5MinutesForMom.com  14 



© Copyright www.5MinutesForMom.com  15 

But the good news is: 

You don’t need to be an expert to 
look like an expert. 

ALL of these problems can be 
corrected. 

Let’s get into the details of how to 
fix the problems. 



DESIGN 

Have a professional header designed 

• Headers can be affordable! 
• Ask for referrals 
• fiverr.com, tenbux.com, twentyville.com,  
fittytown.com, hundoville.com 
• 99designs.com 
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DESIGN 

If you want to build an empire, OWN the 
empire! 
• Buy your Domain – GoDaddy.com 
• Leave Blogger… We suggest self hosted 
Wordpress (NOT wordpress.com) 
• LiquidWeb is awesome – but for dedicated 
servers 
• We suggest iPage.com or FatCow.com -- 
simple set up of Wordpress in a couple of clicks 
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DESIGN 

Use a quality THEME – not a free one! 
• Woothemes   
• Studiopress - part of Copyblogger Media and 
used by Chris Brogan, ProBlogger, 
Copyblogger and more 
• Thesis - needs knowledge of design but is very 
design-friendly. There are some excellent 
ready-made Thesis skins at kolakube.com/skins 
• Headway - similar to Thesis and the 5m4m 
sister sites use this 
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DESIGN 

How does your site make you FEEL? 

• Embrace white space – less is best 
• Only use essential badges and banners 
• Consider putting  small ads in a 2x2 or 3x2 or 
3x3 box to provide polish and order 
• Avoid clutter! 
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IMAGES 

Make sure your images look good 

•  Ensure you have images aligned or 
centered appropriately 

•  Sometimes a border adds polish to an 
image 

•  Resize your images to fit your site  
–  Wylio.com - resizes Flickr images 
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IMAGES 

Photography Tips 
• Rule of Thirds 
• Get in close 
• Change your angle 
• Study good photographers and sites 
• Consider a DSLR – but even an iPhone can 
work… 
• Lenses! Your lens can change everything! 
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Screenshot needed 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IMAGES 

Editing Tools 

• Picnik, Photoshop Elements 
• Lightroom 
• Actions, Presets, Filters, and Textures 
• Apps – Instagram, Camera Bag, Hipstamatic 
• Animoto 
• Pro Show Web 
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Screenshots needed 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Animoto combined with Video 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IMAGES 

Editing Tricks 

• Cropping – remember the rule of thirds 
• Exposure/Levels/Brightness – this depends on your 
program, but with all of them, you can add more light to 
your photo 
• Blacks/Levels/Contrast – again depends on program, 
but you are adding contrast and making your images 
pop 
• Saturation/Vibrance – not always necessary, but 
makes colors richer  
• Transform your photos – Lightroom, PS, etc. either 
manually or with Actions, Presets, Filters and Textures 
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IMAGES 

Always include Images with your posts 
•  Don’t have a photo? Grab your smart phone and 

use an app to trick it out! 
•  Don’t limit yourself to just your own images 
•  Clip art can sometimes have good images or 

illustrations 
•  Use screenshots – Snagit, Jing, Camtasia 
•  Google Images  

–  Check usage rights on advanced search 
•  Purchase or use free stock images  

–  iStockPhoto, Stock.XCHNG, fotolia 
•  Flickr  

–  Creative Commons License – credit and link! 
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Powerpoint available at: 
www.5minutesformom.com/mom20 

Please note: Download contains affiliate links 


